
“Covering a full 175 acres in Châteauneuf du Pape, with significant holdings 
throughout the Southern Rhône (mostly vinified at and released under 
their Famille Perrin brand), Château de Beaucastel is a benchmark estate 
that excels at all price points. Looking at the wines reviewed here, 2011 
is surprisingly strong (especially for the Châteauneufs) and with their 
perfumed aromatics and supple textures, they show a lot of similarities to 
the 2009s. The 2012s as a whole show more freshness and purity, with 
good concentration, and should require more bottle age to come around. 
Both vintages are worth seeking out. Looking at the 2011s across the board, 
all of which were in bottle, it appears to be a strong vintage here. While the 
vintage suffered due to uneven ripening in the Grenache, it was actually a 
solid vintage for Mourvèdre and this shows, particularly in the Châteauneufs.
     Starting with the 2012s and the Famille Perrin releases, the value 
priced 2012 Famille Perrin Côtes du Rhône Blanc Réserve is a blend of 
Grenache Blanc, Marsanne, Roussanne and Viognier. Fresh and pure, with 
salty minerality giving lift to notions of white peach, tropical fruit, licorice and 
floral notes, this medium-bodied, supple and rounded effort has fantastic 
purity and a rich, yet fresh feel. Drink it over the coming year or two. Drink 
now. Slightly more serious and classy, the 2012 Famille Perrin Châteauneuf 
du Pape les Sinards Blanc is a blend of Clairette and Grenache Blanc that 
comes from a cooler terroir. Fermented and aged in 50% new oak, it’s rich 
and nicely textured, with plenty of white peach, pineapple and vanilla custard 
aromas and flavors. Enjoy this slightly modern styled, fresh and lively effort 
over the coming year or three. Drink now-2017.
     Looking at the reds and also a solid value that delivers ample fruit and 
texture, the 2012 Famille Perrin Coôtes du Rhône Réserve is a blend 
of Grenache, Syrah and Mourvèdre, with the Grenache coming from plots 
close to the estate and the Syrah from a cooler terroir in Vinsobres. Really 
showing the Syrah component, with meaty black fruits, chalky minerality, 
tobacco and herbs, this medium-bodied, rich and textured 2012 has juicy 
acidity and solid purity of fruit. Drink it over the coming 2-3 years. Drink 
now-2017.  Moving to the barrels samples, the 2012 Famille Perrin 
Cairanne Peyre Blanche is a blend of 80% tank-aged Grenache and 20% 
barrel-aged Syrah that comes from an estate that was purchased by the 
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Famille Perrin 2012 Côtes du Rhône Réserve Blanc White 88
Famille Perrin 2012 Châteauneuf du Pape les Sinards Blanc White 91
Famille Perrin 2012 Côtes du Rhône Réserve Red 87
Famille Perrin 2012 Cairanne Peyre Blanche Red (88-90)
Famille Perrin 2012 Vinsobres les Cornuds Red (89-92)
Famille Perrin 2012 Vacqueyras les Christins Red (89-91)
Famille Perrin 2012 Gigondas la Gille Red (89-91)
Famille Perrin 2012 Gigondas l’Argnée Vieilles Vignes Red (92-94)
Famille Perrin  2012 Gigondas Domaine du Clos des Tourelles Red (92-94)
Famille Perrin 2012 Châteauneuf du Pape les Sinards Red (89-91)
Famille Perrin 2012 Vinsobres les Hauts de Julien Red (89-91)
Coudoulet de Beaucastel 2012 Côtes du Rhône Blanc White 89
Château de Beaucastel  2012 Châteauneuf du Pape Blanc White 94
Château de Beaucastel  2012 Châteauneuf du Pape Blanc Vieilles Vignes White 97
Coudoulet de Beaucastel 2012 Côtes du Rhône Red (90-92)
Château de Beaucastel 2012 Châteauneuf du Pape  Red (94-96)
Château de Beaucastel  2012 Châteauneuf du Pape Hommage à Jacques Perrin Red (97-100)
Famille Perrin 2011 Gigondas la Gille Red 87
Famille Perrin 2011 Gigondas l’Argnée Vieilles Vignes Red 95
Famille Perrin 2011 Gogondas Domaine du Clos des Tourelles Red 94
Famille Perrin 2011 Vinsobres les Hauts de Julien Red 91
Coudoulet de Beaucastel 2011 Côtes du Rhône  Red 91
Château de Beaucastel 2011 Châteauneuf du Pape Red 94
Château de Beaucastel 2011 Châteauneuf du Pape Hommage à Jacques Perrin Red 98
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Perrin Family in 2008. Made with an emphasis on fruit, it is a pretty, lively 
Cairanne that exhibits plenty of raspberry and dark berry fruit, violets and 
floral aromas and flavors. Showing juicy acidity and excellent overall purity, 
it has outstanding potential and will deliver the goods over the coming 
6-7 years. Drink 2014-2020.  A blend of equal parts Syrah and Grenache 
that’s a serious value, the 2012 Famille Perrin Vinsobres les Cornuds 
is a Northern Rhône look-alike with its violet, raspberry, underbrush and 
crushed flower styled aromatic profile. Coming from the northern most part 
of the Southern Rhône, this medium-bodied, elegant 2012 builds nicely on 
the palate, with fine tannin and fresh acidity lending focus and length on 
the finish. It will have upward of a decade of longevity. Drink 2014-2022. 
From an eight-hectare plot, located near Sarrians, and a warmer terroir, the 
2012 Famille Perrin Vacqueyras les Christins is a co-fermented blend 
of 80% Grenache and 20% Syrah. Harvested together, based off when the 
Grenache is fully ripe, the Syrah at this point is mostly overripe. This shows 
and the wine has an exotic quality, with hints of plum, purple fruit, licorice, 
pepper and violets all emerging from the glass. Medium to full-bodied, 
voluptuously texture and with good freshness, it’s an interesting, character-
filled wine to drink over the coming 7-8 years or so. Drink 2014-2021.  Also 
with loads of character and outstanding potential, the 2012 Famille Perrin 
Gigondas La Gille comes from sandy soils and exhibits pretty, fresh notes 
of kirsch, red currants, spice and hints of garrigue. Medium to full-bodied, 
with plenty of finesse and an almost Pinot Noir-like silkiness to its texture, 
this impressive effort will have 7-8 years or more of longevity. Drink now-
2020.  A wine that’s partially made from younger Beaucastel vines, the 2012 
Famille Perrin Chateauneuf du Pape les Sinards comes from the cooler, 
northeastern portion of the appellation. Medium-bodied, with quality mulled 
black fruits, spice-box, licorice, olive and stony mineral notes, this chewy, 
savory and structured 2012 will have upward of a decade of longevity. Drink 
2014-2022.  Ratcheting the quality level up a notch, the 2012 Gigondas 
Domaine du Clos des Tourelles comes from a property, purchased in 
2008, that’s located just outside the village of Gigondas and that’s completely 
enclosed by a stone wall (hence the use of Clos in the name). It’s also the 
only wine not vinified at the Famille Perrin winery (which is located just north 



of Beaucastel) and is vinified in Gigondas. Serious on all accounts, with 
stunning aromas of sweet black and red fruits, bouquet garni, dried flowers 
and dusty soil notes, it hits the palate with medium to full-bodied richness, 
loads of textured and chewy tannin. Improving in the glass, this beautiful 
Gigondas will benefit from short-term cellaring and have 12-15 years of 
total evolution. Drink 2016-2027. Looking just as good and with only 2,000 
bottles made, the 2012 Gigondas l’Argnée Vieilles Vignes is a blend 
of Grenache and Syrah, fermented with 100% whole-cluster, that’s aged 
all in older foudre. Coming from sandy soils and pre-phylloxera vines, it 
offers a tight, backward bouquet of mineral-laced dark fruits, underbrush 
and pepper to go with a medium to full-bodied, dense and yet beautifully 
textured profile on the palate. Grippy, energetic and lively, with masses of 
fine tannin, this beauty will also need a handful of years in the cellar to 
come together, and have 15 years or more of longevity. Drink 2016-2027. 
And last of the 2012 Famille Perrin releases, the 2012 Famille Perrin 
Vinsobres les Haut de Julien comes from 90-year-old vines from the 
northern part of the Southern Rhône. Aged 15% in barrel and a blend of 
Syrah and Grenache, it gives up rich, meaty Syrah-driven notes of smoky 
black fruits, licorice, cedar and earthiness, with an almost Cornas like 
rusticity. Medium-bodied, structured and tannic, give it a couple of years 
and enjoy it through 2022 or so. Drink 2015-2022.
     Moving to the Château de Beaucastel releases, the 2012 Côtes du 
Rhône Coudoulet de Beaucastel Blanc comes from a cool, windswept 
vineyard located just to the north of Beaucastel. A blend of close to equal 
parts Bourboulenc, Marsanne and Viognier, with a splash of Clairette, 
that’s aged partially in stainless steel and partially in barrel, it offers up a 
pretty, fresh array of white peach and stone fruits, white flower and hints of 
minerality. This gives way to a medium-bodied, supple and delicious effort 
that will drink nicely for 3-4 years, if not longer. Drink now-2017.  Always 
one of the leading whites in the appellation, the 2012 Châteauneuf du 
Pape Blanc checks in as a blend of 80% Roussanne (from 40-year-
old vines) and the balance Grenache Blanc, Picardan, Clairette and 
Bourboulenc. Aged 70% in tank and 30% in barrels, it displays terrific 
notes of white currants, dried pineapple, flowers and salty minerality that 
flow to a medium to full-bodied, gorgeously textured and rich palate feel. 
Despite the richness level, it stays lively and fresh, and should drink nicely 
for 3-4 years. It will, of course, keep longer, but these are notoriously 
finicky in how they age. Drink now-2018+.  Even more impressive 
and coming from a single parcel of vines planted in 1909, the 2012 
Châteauneuf du Pape Roussanne Vieilles Vignes is an off-the-hook 
effort and certainly the greatest white produced in the Southern Rhône. 
Offering up exuberant and perfumed notes of marmalade, buttered citrus, 
orange rind and lavender, this full-bodied voluptuously textured white has 
knockout richness that’s balanced by gorgeous purity and freshness. 
Always showing brilliantly in their youth, this cuvée can shut down and be 
hard to judge when (or if) it will come back around. Per the Perrin family, 
every vintage goes through this stage and re-emerges at some point. You 
can drink them in their exuberant youth (which is my recommendation), or 
cellar them and hope for the best. Drink now-2018+.  
     Starting the reds, the 2012 Côtes du Rhône Coudoulet de Beaucastel 
looks to be an outstanding example of this cuvée. Showing plenty of black 
cherry, mineral, cracked pepper and underbrush, it is medium-bodied, 
possesses great acidity, and gains in both richness and depth in the glass. 
While most Côtes du Rhônes drink best in their first 4-5 years of life, this 
cuvée can age well past a decade. Drink now-2022.  This is also a great 
vintage for the 2012 Châteauneuf du Pape. Beautifully rich and layered, 
with fantastic concentration and ultra-fine tannin, it delivers impressive 
aromas and flavors of dark fruits, licorice, mineral, and plum. Dense and 

rich, yet with perfect ripeness and bright acidity, it should end up being a 
classic example of Beaucastel and have two decades of longevity. Drink 
2016-2032.  More rich and layered, with thrilling aromas and flavors of 
blueberry, blackberry, licorice, crushed stone, lavender and underbrush, 
the 2012 Châteauneuf du Pape Hommage à Jacques Perrin will most 
likely be the wine of the vintage. Compared to the 1989 by Marc Perrin, it 
is full-bodied and massively constructed, with a deep, layered mid-palate, 
stunning purity and massive structure that’s partially hidden by all of the 
fruit. It should be given a handful of years in the cellar (rest assured, it can 
deliver plenty of pleasure in its youth) and then consumed over the following 
two decades or more. Drink 2018-2028+.  
     Looking at the 2011s across the board, all of which were in bottle, 
it appears to be a strong vintage here. While the vintage suffered due 
to uneven ripening in the Grenache, it was acutally a solid vintage for 
Famille Perrin wines. The 2011 Famille Perrin Gigondas la Gille is a 
medium-bodied, supple and elegant effort that gives up plenty of spice, 
cedar and leather, with primarily dried red fruit nuances. It’s ready to 
go and should be consumed over the coming couple of years. Drink 
now-2017.  Two wines that blew me away were the old vine Gigondas 
cuvées! The 2011 Gigondas Domaine du Clos des Tourelles shows 
shocking depth and concentration in the vintage, with full-bodied power, 
beautiful ripeness and sweet tannin. Showing plenty of cedar, spice and 
meaty dark fruits, it is one serious Gigondas to drink over the coming 
decade or more. Drink now-2023.  Also brilliant, the 2011 Gigondas 
L’Argnée Vieilles Vignes (fermented with 50% stems) exhibits fantastic 
Grenache character with loads of kirsch, cinnamon, cured meats, dusty 
soil and underbrush all soaring from the glass. Also full-bodied and deeply 
concentrated, it has fine tannin, bright acidity and a vibrant, energetic 
texture that keeps you coming back to the glass. Like the Domaine du 
Clos des Tourelles, it will have upward of 15 years of longevity and is 
more than a little impressive. Drink now-2026.  The 2011 Famille Perrin 
Vinsobres les Hauts de Julien is also rock-solid. A blend of Grenache 
and Syrah that’s from 90-year-old vines and the northern part of the 
Southern Rhône, it gives up mostly Syrah characteristics with dark berry 
fruit, licorice, smoke, spice and background meatiness. Medium to full-
bodied and impressively concentrated and rich, it’s an outstanding wine 
and will drink nicely through 2021. Drink now-2021.
     The 2011 Côtes du Rhône Coudoulet de Beaucastel is another 
excellent wine from the Perrin Family. Complex and perfumed, with 
notions of earthy black fruits, licorice and roasted meats, it possesses 
sweet tannin, medium to full-bodied richness and a great finish. Drink 
it over the coming 7-8 years. Drink now-2021.   Reminiscent of a lighter 
weight 2009, the 2011 Châteauneuf du Pape offers up a sweet bouquet 
of spiced black cherries, plum, truffle, saddle leather and underbrush. 
Coming from tiny yields (which were down 50% from 2010), this medium 
to full-bodied 2011 is gorgeously textured and has solid mid-palate depth, 
terrific purity of fruit and ripe tannin. Relatively approachable and enjoyable 
even now, it should nevertheless evolve gracefully for 15-20 years. Drink 
2015-2031.   Only made in top vintages and a blend of roughly 60% (or 
more) Mourvèdre and the rest a mix of other permitted varieties, the 2011 
Châteauneuf du Pape Hommage à Jacques Perrin is a cellar selection 
that always comes from the same plot of vines. A massive, powerful 
wine, with serious amounts of extract and concentration, it slowly gives 
up gamey, complex (and heavenly) notes of blueberry, blackberry, blood, 
licorice, garrigue and smoke. This flows to a full-bodied, layered and 
brilliantly textured effort that conceals its tannic spine with tons of fruit. It 
should start to hit its prime at about age 10 and have two to three decades 
of longevity. Drink 2017-2029+.”
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