
“One of the standout tasting while I working in the southern Rhône, the Perrin 
family, now largely under the helm of Thomas, Marc, Pierre, and Mathieu, 
continues to produce some of the top wines, at numerous price points, in the 
southern Rhône. Looking at this set of releases, the 2012s are incredibly 
strong, and given that, in general, the vintage was more challenging for 
Mourvèdre due to water stress, I was amazed at what they were able to 
accomplish. The same can be said about their 2013s as well, and these 
wines transcend the vintage. The saving grace here is that Mourvèdre 
excelled (truly special) in 2013. Another important point to consider is that 
the Perrins make multiple passes through each vineyard, sort again by 
cluster, completely destem all of the grapes, and then sort again. It’s this 
level of control that allows them to get awesome concentration and purity in 
these more difficult vintages. 
It’s worth noting as well, this estate is increasingly investing in Gigondas, 
with ownership of one of the top restaurants in the area, L’Oustalet (don’t 
miss a chance to dine here), a small set of top notch rooms that can be 
reserved, and ownership of the Clos des Tourelles estate there as well. I 
opted to include the Gigondas reviews here as opposed to waiting on the 
Gigondas report, but these are some of the strongest efforts in the vintages. 
In addition to these southern Rhônes, they’ve branched out to the northern 
Rhône as well, with their Nicolas Perrin label. Those wines will be reviewed 
in the forthcoming northern Rhône report in Issue 216.
   In short, this is a brilliant portfolio across the board. Also, going forward, 
the name Perrin et Fils has been changed to Famille Perrin.
   The 2013 Côtes du Rhône Coudoulet has a crisp, crunchy feel in its 
black cherry, pepper and mineral-laced style. There’s good richness and 
depth here, but it’s a more linear, focused and structured Coudoulet that 
will benefit from a year or two in the cellar. Anticipated maturity: 2016-2025.
   Looking at the 2013 Châteauneuf du Pape, I was able to taste the 
individual components, with each showing fantastic depth and richness. The 
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CHATEAU DE BEAUCASTEL 2013 Coudoulet de Beaucastel Côtes du Rhône Red (87-89)
CHATEAU DE BEAUCASTEL 2013 Châteauneuf du Pape Red (92-95)
CHATEAU DE BEAUCASTEL 2013 Châteauneuf du Pape Hommage à Jacques Perrin Red (97-100)
FAMILLE PERRIN 2013 Côtes du Rhône Réserve Blanc White 87
FAMILLE PERRIN 2012 Côtes du Rhône Réserve  Red 87
FAMILLE PERRIN 2012 Cairanne Peyre Blanche Red 90
FAMILLE PERRIN 2012 Vinsobres les Cornuds Red 90
FAMILLE PERRIN 2012 Vacqueyras les Christins Red 91
FAMILLE PERRIN 2012 Gigondas la Gille Red 92
FAMILLE PERRIN 2012 Châteauneuf du Pape les Sinards Red 91
FAMILLE PERRIN 2012 Gigondas l’Argnee Vieilles Vignes Red (94-97)
FAMILLE PERRIN 2012 Gigondas Clos des Tourelles Red (94-97)
FAMILLE PERRIN 2012 Vinsobres les Hauts de Julien Red (94-96)
CHATEAU DE BEAUCASTEL 2013 Coudoulet de Beaucastel Côtes du Rhône Blanc White 90
CHATEAU DE BEAUCASTEL 2012 Coudoulet de Beaucastel Côtes du Rhône Blanc White 89
CHATEAU DE BEAUCASTEL 2013 Châteauneuf du Pape Blanc White 94
CHATEAU DE BEAUCASTEL 2013 Châteauneuf du Pape Vieilles Vignes Blanc White 97
CHATEAU DE BEAUCASTEL 2012 Châteauneuf du Pape Red 96
CHATEAU DE BEAUCASTEL 2012 Châteauneuf du Pape Hommage à Jacques Perrin Red 99
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Mourvèdre is the star of the show and had blockbuster levels of concentration 
and depth, with perfectly ripe tannin. While certainly not a Grenache year, 
even this variety showed well here, and it’s obvious that the multiple passes 
through the vineyard during harvest and then multiple sorts in the winery 
paid off. This should come together beautifully in bottle and be one of the 
vintage’s strongest efforts. Anticipated maturity: 2018-2032.
   The same can be said for the 2013 Châteauneuf du Pape Hommage 
à Jacques Perrin, as this insanely impressive barrel sample transcends 
the vintage. Full-bodied, decadent and layered, with massive concentration 
and purity, it’s loaded with black and blue fruits, violets, truffle, licorice and 
assorted floral notes. This cuvée always shows fabulous fruit in its youth, 
and it doesn’t start to gain its hallmark gaminess until after a few years in 
bottle. In addition, this cooler vintage, with its ample moisture and autumn 
summer, produced Mourvèdre with off-the-charts aromatic purity and perfect 
ripeness. It will clearly be in the top 1-2 wines and will have 3-4 decades of 
longevity. Anticipated maturity: 2023-2043.
   The 2013 Famille Perrin Côtes du Rhône Réserve Blanc (Clairette, 
Bourboulenc, Viognier and Grenache Blanc) is a beautiful white that offers 
plenty of citrus, apricot and honey blossom in its medium-bodied, nicely 
textured profile. It has both richness and freshness and will drink nicely over 
the coming couple of years. Anticipated maturity: 2104-2017.
   Leading off the 2012s, the Famille Perrin 2012 Côtes du Rhône Réserve 
is a peppery, dark fruit and mineral-laced effort that has medium-bodied 
richness, good freshness and a solid 3-4 years of drinkability. Anticipated 
maturity: 2014-2018.  The 2012 Cairanne Peyre Blanche (80% Grenache, 
20% Syrah), which comes from 14 hectares of mostly clay soils, offers a ripe, 
voluptuous and decadently textured profile to go with loads of blackberry, 
black raspberry, spice and garrigue. I’m a fan and this beauty has fabulous 
richness while never seeming over the top or heavy. Drink it over the coming 
5-6 years. Anticipated maturity:  2014-2020.  The 2012 Vinsobres les 



Cornuds (50/50 Grenache/Syrah) comes from the northern part of the 
Southern Rhône. It’s a smoking effort that offers up plenty of black and 
blue fruits, violets, pepper and underbrush. Elegant, medium-bodied, with 
gorgeous purity and freshness, it will have 8-10 years of overall longevity. 
Anticipated maturity: 2014-2022.  The beautiful 2012 Vacqueyras 
les Christins (75% Grenache and 25% Syrah), which comes from 16 
hectares located on plateau behind the village, is a rounded, sexy effort 
that has beautiful bouquet garni, pepper, licorice and dried-soil aromas 
to go with ample sweet black raspberry fruit. Forward, full-bodied, and 
textured, it’s a pleasure-bent effort to drink over the coming 5-8 years. 
Anticipated maturity:  2014-2022.  A blend of 90% Grenache and 10% 
Syrah, from multiple vineyards and terroirs, the 2012 Gigondas La Gille 
offers layers of kirsch, dried spices, leather, garrigue and cured meats in 
its medium to full-bodied, classically styled personality. Reminiscent of a 
Provençal street market (which I always get from classic Gigondas), it has 
ultra-fine tannin, excellent concentration and a rocking finish. Drink this 
beauty through 2024.  Anticipated maturity: 2014-2024.
   Coming from a number of parcels spread throughout the appellation, 
and getting the younger vines from Château de Beaucastel, the 2012 
Châteauneuf du Pape les Sinards is an outstanding wine. Possessing 
beautiful purity in its black raspberry, crushed flowers, pepper and hints 
of olive, it flows onto the palate with medium to full-bodied richness and 
depth, a layered, seamless texture and good underlying structure. It 
shows additional tannin on the finish, but the overall feel here is one of 
upfront fruit, so drink it over the coming 5-6 years. Anticipated maturity: 
2014-2020.  One of the superstars of the appellation, the 2012 Gigondas 
l’Argnee Vieilles Vignes is blockbuster material. Still in barrel and 
showing even better than last year, it boasts off-the-hook notes of kirsch, 
blackberry, dried soil and flowers to go with awesome depth and richness 
on the palate. Coming from sandy soils and pre-phylloxera Grenache 
vines, it has thrilling purity, ultra-fine tannin, a big mid-palate and terrific 
length. It’s a prodigious Gigondas that will have two decades of longevity.  
Anticipated maturity: 2017-2032.  Another prodigious Gigondas who’s 
only problem is that there’s not enough of it, the 2012 Gigondas Clos 
des Tourelles (95% Grenache and 5% Syrah) comes from a vineyard 
just outside of the village. Slightly darker in character than the Vieilles 
Vignes, it boasts awesome aromatics of cassis, toasted spice, licorice, 
ground herbs and massive minerality. This is followed by a medium to 
full-bodied, rich and concentrated Gigondas that has beautiful tannin 
structure, notable freshness and building richness that comes through 
on the finish. Rich and textured, as well as elegant, it’s a rock-star 2012 
that will have two decades of longevity. Anticipated maturity: 2017-2032.  
Showing much more open and expressive than when I tasted it last year 
(or said another way, I under-rated it), the 2012 Vinsobres les Hauts de 
Julien comes from close to 100-year-old vines located in the northern 
part of the Southern Rhône. A blend of Syrah and Grenache that’s still 
in barrel, it offers thrilling notes of smoked dark fruits, pepper meats, 
graphite and big minerality to go with a full-bodied, focused, concentrated 
and serious feel on the palate. This is impressive across the board, and 
might be the greatest Vinsobres I’ve ever tasted. Short-term cellaring is 
advised, and I wouldn’t be surprised to see this still drinking brilliantly at 
age 20. Anticipated maturity:  2015-2032.
   An outstanding effort, the 2013 Coudoulet de Beaucastel Côtes du 
Rhône Blanc has fabulous white peach, stone fruit and mint to go with 

a fresh, crisp and nicely defined mouthfeel. Medium-bodied and showing 
the juicy, fresh nature of the vintage nicely, drink it over the coming 3-4 
years, although I’ve had aged examples of this cuvée that showed nicely 
as well. Anticipated maturity:  2014-2018.  A juicy, forward and textured 
example of this cuvée (especially when tasted next to the 2013), the 2012 
Coudoulet de Beaucastel Côtes du Rhône has juicy blueberry, garrigue 
and lavender notes to go with a fleshy, medium to full-bodied feel on the 
palate. Soft, with low acidity and a hard-to-resist feel, it has just enough 
tannic grip to keep it drinking nicely for 7-8 years. Anticipated maturity: 
2014-2022.
   Reminding me of the 2012, the 2013 Châteauneuf du Pape Blanc, 
which was just bottled two weeks ago, has fabulous richness and depth 
in its honeysuckle, tangerine, white flowers and buttered almond-like 
aromas and flavors. It too shows the freshness and purity of the vintage, 
with integrated, yet juicy acidity, good concentration and serious length. 
It will be better in another year or so, drink nicely for 2-4 years, and then 
all bets are off. At that point, it’s best to cellar for a decade. Anticipated 
maturity: 2014-2024.  Similar in color to the classic white, the 2013 
Châteauneuf du Pape Roussanne Vieilles Vignes is deeper and richer, 
with more viscosity, glycerin and minerality. Loaded with notes of buttered 
citrus, flowers, orange marmalade and crushed-rock nuances, this beauty 
hits the palate with full-bodied power, juicy, lively acidity and terrific length. 
Like the classic white, this does not go through malolactic fermentation, 
but sees slightly more oak (some new) in its élevage, which always 
gives it slightly more richness, as well as hints of vanilla in its youth. It’s 
unquestionably the greatest white wine coming from the Southern Rhône, 
and while I prefer to drink it in its first 4-6 years, it can evolve for decades.  
Anticipated maturity:  2014-2023.
   What I think might end up being the best Beaucastel since the 1990 
or 2001, the 2012 Châteauneuf du Pape offers a full-bodied, decadent 
style to go with awesome black and blue fruits, garrigue, licorice, 
crushed flowers and violets. The purity here is truly something, and it has 
fabulous mid-palate concentration, building tannin and massive texture. 
Given all of the fruit and texture here, it will no doubt drink well in its 
youth, but it should still be alive and kicking after two decades as well. 
Anticipated maturity:  2017-2032.  The wine of the vintage is the Perrin’s 
2012 Châteauneuf du Pape Hommage à Jacques Perrin, and it will 
most likely merit a perfect rating in another couple of years. Full-bodied, 
massive and layered on the palate, with awesome purity and freshness, it 
delivers incredible aromatics of beef blood, truffle, graphite, iron and black 
and blue fruits. Given all of the fruit and texture, you almost have to hunt 
for the structure here, but trust me, it’s there. The tasting at Beaucastel 
took place a 9 a.m., and even then, this is one wine I found impossible 
to spit. It’s a tour de force that will have 3-4 decades of life. Anticipated 
maturity: 2022-2042.”
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